
 

From the Principal’s Desk 

   

 

 

 

2-6 Teacher Appreciation 

Week 

3 Schools Closed for all 

students, PD day for 

teachers 

3 Kindergarten Conference 

Day 

6 Spirit Day 

9-13 Book Fair 

13 PTA Movie Night 

17 PTA Meeting 6:15 PM 

17 Spring Concert 6:30 PM 

20 Peacemaker House Party 

20 3-Hour Early Dismissal 

21 RFES O’s Game 

24 School Improvement 

Team 4:00 PM 

30 Schools Closed Memorial 

Day 

1 Sport’s Day Grades K-1 

2 Sport’s Day Grades 2-3 

3 Sport’s Day 4-5 

3 Room Parent Recognition 

& Kona Ice 3:45 PM 

7 Recorder Concert 9:10AM 

7 PTA Meeting  6:00-7:00 

PM 

15 Peacemaker House Party 

15 3-Hour Dismissal 

16 Grade 5 Farewell 9:15 AM 

16 3-Hour Early Dismissal 

16 Last Day of School 

   

May 2022 

 Rodgers Forge Chronicles 
RFES empowers all students to be lifelong learners who are committed to academic     

excellence and global citizenships. 

May 

Dear Rodgers Forge Families,   

Congratulations to our Teacher of the Year Nominee, Marianne Lohr.  

She is AMAZING!! Whether teaching her kindergarteners or helping schoolwide with technology, 

Ms. Lohr always goes above and beyond for everyone! She implements an outstanding instructional 

program for her students, being responsive to the needs of her young learners. Click on the link 

below for all BCPS Teacher of the Year nominees. https://teambcps.exposure.co/celebrating-

the-20222023-bcps-teacher-of-the-year-nominees-and-finalists 

Along with Ms. Lohr we are so fortunate at Rodgers Forge to have such outstanding educators.  

During Teacher Appreciation Week, May 2-6, we will be thanking our amazing teachers for 

everything they do to support our students…academically, socially, and emotionally.  Our teachers 

go the extra mile to engage students to meet their instructional needs. We are so lucky to have 

such a committed staff working with our students and school community!   

The PTA has many thoughtful and exciting things planned throughout Teacher Appreciation 

Week for our faculty/staff. Showing any level of gratitude to your child’s teacher throughout that week will be greatly 

appreciated. This can be anything from a simple email, card or letter from either you as a parent or something written by 

your child. It means a lot to our teachers! 

Congratulations! Rodgers Forge Elementary School has recertified as Maryland Green School! The Maryland Green 

School award represents a school-wide commitment to environmental literacy that includes staff, students, and the 

community. Your efforts make a difference today and in the future! We recognize the green efforts your school has 

worked to achieve, and we commend this significant accomplishment.  

 

 

The RFES Book Fair will take place during the week of May 9th. In addition to making purchases during the week, students 

can shop with their parents prior to the PTA Movie Night, Friday, May 13th.  More details to follow. 

Although it seems like the school year is winding down, spring is a very busy time as we begin the planning process for the 

next school year. Teachers are thorough and thoughtful as they make grouping decisions that will provide the best possible 

learning situation for all students. Please know that our grade level teams will meet with support personnel and 

administrators to make these decisions as a team.  Teachers are not assigned to homerooms until the end of the summer. 

Parents are reminded that it is not our school’s policy to take teacher requests.  

 

Mark your calendars……June 16th is the last day of school Schools will close 3 hours early on both June 15th & 16th. The 

Fifth Grade Farewell will be held on June 16th beginning at 9:15. We congratulate our fifth graders on successfully 

completing their elementary experience and wish them the very best as they move on to middle school.   

Continue to find out more exciting things happening at Rodgers Forge by liking us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter 

@RodgersForgeES  or @missyfanshaw.  You can also watch our morning announcements at the RFES You Tube Channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3s_XCOo77oNdr6yRPx8Eew 

 

#RFESStrong  

Missy Fanshaw 
Principal 
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Greetings from the Health Suite!  

 

 

I hope you all had a wonderful spring break. I loved hearing about all of the fun things from your 

children! Allergy season feels especially brutal this year!  Symptoms of allergies and childhood colds 

can be difficult to differentiate. Consider keeping your child home if they feel unwell prior to the 

school day. Additionally, if your child has documented health concerns, please let me know to make 

sure their school record is current. This will help facilitate my assessment and interventions should 

they feel sick at school. Continue to reach out if you have any questions or concerns.  

Stay well, 

Mrs. House 

 

 

**For incoming Kindergarten students and any NEW students to RFES, the following documentation 

is required for school: 

Physical form: 

file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/Physical_form.pdf 

Immunization Certificate: 

file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/Immunization-Certificate896.pdf 

New Student Health History: 

file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/New-Student-Health-History.pdf2016_1.pdf 

Dental form: 

file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/Dental-Health-Record.pdf 

Lead form: 

file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/Blood-Lead-Testing-Certificate.pdf 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/Physical_form.pdf
file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/Immunization-Certificate896.pdf
file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/New-Student-Health-History.pdf2016_1.pdf
file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/Dental-Health-Record.pdf
file:///C:/Users/lhouse/Downloads/Blood-Lead-Testing-Certificate.pdf
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The Reading Corner  
 Parents often inquire about ways that they can help their children when reading at 

home.  You can support your child by encouraging them to use reading strategies at home - 

especially strategies that they utilize during small group reading with their teacher. 

Encourage your child to try using these reading strategies to improve their comprehension. 

1. Visualizing: Movies in the Mind     

Have you ever read a book and then seen the movie and thought 

– that’s not how I pictured the characters or setting at all!  It 

happens all the time.  Visualizing is a reading strategy that 

helps boost comprehension because readers use the words of a 

text to create mental images. When we visualize, we create 

pictures in our mind that belong to us, and no one else. These 

images can help us connect to the text that we are reading, as 

well as create a more personal reading experience. The act of 

visualizing becomes automatic after children have opportunities to practice and it 

also helps to keep readers more engaged and interested in what they’re reading.  It 

can be fun to ask your child to explain the image in their mind and then you 

describe your image to them.    

2. Retelling a Fiction Story 

When your child finishes reading a chapter in a book, 

ask them to retell the important information so that 

you can have some insight into their comprehension.  

Two retelling strategies that I like to use with 

students are the Five Finger Retell (see image) and 

Somebody-Wanted-But-So-Then. 

Somebody: Who was the main character in the story? 

Wanted: What did the character want or want to do? 

But: What was the problem that got in the way? 

So: How did the character find a way around the problem?  How did they solve it? 

Then: What happened at the end? 

 

Happy Reading!  ~Molly Day mday@bcps.org 
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Virtue of the Month 

The virtue of the month for May will be reliability.  “Reliability means that others can depend 

on you.  You keep your commitments and give your best to every job.  You are responsible.  You 

don’t forget, and you don’t need to be reminded.  Other people can relax knowing things are in 

your reliable hands.” 

” You are practicing reliability when you:” 

• Make promises you can keep 

• Really care about doing what you promise 

• Return things you borrow 

• Plan ahead 

• Do your best and finish on time 

• Find another way if obstacles occur 

 

 

 

Guidance Lessons   

The theme for May counseling lessons is “Career Exploration.”  The exception to this theme 

will be 5th grade who will begin lessons on transitioning to middle school.  

 

 
End of the Year 
As the end of the school year approaches, the weather is getting nicer and the students 
sometimes get antsier which can lead to more anxiety and peer conflict or mentally checking 
out.  Here are five things parents can do at home to keep children motivated in the classroom 
through the end of the school year. (From https://blog.edmentum.com/5-parent-tips-keep-
children-engaged-end-school-year) 

1. Give in to the great outdoors 
Once the air warms up and the sun comes out, the pull of the great outdoors is hard for all of 

us to ignore. Make a point of quenching your child’s thirst for time outside during the hours  
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you have with him or her at home. Walk to the local park after school, sign him or her up for 
an outdoor sports league, take a weekend day trip to go hiking, or simply eat dinner in the 
backyard as a family. Any time you spend outside with your child will help manage his or her 
need to escape the indoors while he or she is busy learning in the classroom. 
 
 
2. Ask questions 
Contrary to what you may hear from your child, his or her time in the classroom is valuable 
right up to the last day of the school year. Teachers are racking their brains every bit as hard as 
you to keep students busy and learning during the final weeks of school. Help them out by 
making a concerted effort to get your child talking about that learning at home. Avoid the 
impulse to focus on upcoming summer activities or indulge in complaints, and ask your child 
about what the day’s lessons included. As always, express your own interest in those topics—
enthusiasm for learning is infectious. 
 
3. Maintain a routine 
The days may be getting longer and summer activities may be getting started, but that’s not an 
excuse to disrupt the school year routine. Make a point of maintaining consistency in your 
child’s homework time, family mealtime, bedtime, wake-up time, and any other daily rituals 
you have. This will help keep your child in the mindset for school and improve his or her focus 
in the classroom right up to the last day of the school year. 
 
4. Reflect on the year 
For students, each school year is a distinct experience. As the school year is wrapping up, 
make it a priority to help your child reflect on all that he or she has learned and done in the 
classroom over the past nine months. Try having your child write a letter to his or her younger 
self from the start of the school year—what advice would he or she offer, what challenges can 
he or she expect, and what should he or she look forward to? This kind of reflection is a great 
way to get your child thinking about all the progress he or she has made throughout the year 
and motivate him or her to keep up the academic momentum. 
 
5. Provide some incentive 
Never underestimate the motivating power of a little reward. Think about different incentives 
you can offer your child for displaying continued effort and achievement at school during 
these final weeks. Maybe it’s an extra hour of TV time if he or she finishes all of the night’s 
homework before dinnertime or a special outing if he or she achieves a certain grade in a 
subject that has been challenging. Big or small, dangling a carrot can make a big difference in 
keeping your child engaged at the end of the school year. 
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May Music Note  

 

May is a busy month in the music department!! 

Fifth graders are in final preparation for our spring concert which will 

be in person on May 17 at 6:30 pm. More information is found below. 

Third graders are moving right along in our Recorder Karate unit. 

We are excited to announce that we will have a live performance on 

June 7 here at school at 9:10 am. Students need to bring their 

recorders and music to every music class. Recorders are still available 

at the school store. 

Sing-cerely, 

Mrs. Tierney 

ltierney@bcps.org 

 

 

Rodgers Forge Elementary Fifth Grade presents: 
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What: FORWARD-our spring concert 

Who: All 5th graders-band, orchestra, and chorus 

When: May 17, 2022 @ 6:30 pm 

Where: Rodgers Forge Café 

Wear: White shirts and dark bottoms 

*Please limit your attendees to three 

Doors will open at 6.   

Performers should arrive at 6 and meet in the Rec Room. 
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Rodgers Forge Third Grade Presents: 

Recorder Karate Concert 

June 7, 2022 @ 9:10 am in the RFES Café  

Parents are invited to attend! 

 

 

Remember to download the free Box Top app and scan your receipts. 

Thank you to everyone who downloaded the app and is scanning their 

receipts for Box Tops. They benefit our music department. 

 

Box Tops fund our music program!  

Please keep on scanning receipts for box tops. They do add up! 

 

 

Coming this summer for those currently in 5th grade  
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BCPS is hosting four Summer Music Camps that will be held from Monday, June 20, through 

Friday, June 24, from 9 a.m. – 1:50 p.m. at two locations. 

A band and ukulele program will be offered at Perry Hall High School, 4601 Ebenezer Rd., 

Baltimore 21136. 

A strings and chorus program will be presented at Dumbarton Middle School, 300 Dumbarton 

Rd., Baltimore 21212. 

  

Plans are being developed to create a performance opportunity, possibly on the evening of June 24. 

BCPS Summer Music Camp is open to BCPS students who are currently in Grades 5–12 and enrolled in 

their school’s music programs. The cost for the program is $125 per student, which includes a camp T-

shirt. Registration and payment are due no later than Friday, May 13. 

  

Transportation to and from camp locations will be provided at no additional charge to students who do 

not reside near the camp locations. Detailed bus transportation information will be provided in June, 

and pick-up locations are subject to change based on camp enrollment. 

  

Important Links: 

Summer Music Camp - 

https://dci.bcps.org/department/academics/career___technical_education_and_fine_arts/music_educa

tion/summer_music_camp 

Registration (must be completed by Fri. May 13th) - 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSclzCHJYxSrozOPja-

q2PxmoI1FoAOOJNxaoZvPtofQVSyGyQ/viewform 

Payment (must be made by Fri. May 13th) -  

https://osp.osmsinc.com/BaltimoreCountyMD/BVModules/ProductTemplates/Bvc2013/Product.aspx?p

roductid=EI821-13 
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This month in.... 

Exploratory Music  

 

Fourth grade classes are starting their final unit of the year, the 

WOODWINDS UNIT! Students will be learning about the flute, clarinet, 

saxophone, oboe, and bassoon! After this unit, students will fill out a form to 

share with Ms. Dickerson what instrument they want to play next year. 

Please email adickerson3@bcps.org if you have questions about instrumental 

music next year or if your child already knows what he/she wants to play! 

 

Instrumental Music 
 

Band and Orchestra students are preparing for the Spring Concert on May 

17th. These are the songs the students are practicing. 

 

Band: Scale #3, Skip to My Lou, Frere Jacques, ZAP, Let’s Go Band 

Orchestra: D Major Scale, Twinkle Twinkle, Can-Can, French Folk Song, 

Lightly Row  

 

Full Ensemble Rehearsals in May: 

May 6th, May 13th, May 16th  

 

 

Spring Concert Flyer 
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May Green School Minute 

What a great celebration we had at RFES for Earth Day Week!  Our 

Green School council was so excited with the participation from students 

throughout our school.  A highlight was our recycled door contest judged 

by our Green School Council student members.  We gave a seed packet to each class 

member in the winning classes.  Mrs. Lee’s class won for Most Fun Door.  Mrs. Showalter’s 

class won for Most Beautiful Door.  And Mrs. Degatti’s class won for Most Educational 

Door.   

   

 On Earth Day, we found out all our efforts were noted, as we received our 

second Green School Certification!  This is awarded by MAEOE to schools in Maryland 

that regularly practice “Green” experiences, from recycling and reducing water use, to 

picking up trash and planting on school grounds.  This certification is based on 

classroom learning, above and beyond our science curriculum, to increase student 

awareness of environmental issues.  It is also based on efforts being “student-driven”, 

with our Green School Council encouraging and promoting “green” practices at RFES.  

This certification will be in effect for another 4 years, when it will be renewed again.  We 

can’t wait to see what environmental projects we will be able to continue and expand 

in that time.  We will celebrate with our Green School Council by attending a field trip 

to the MAOEO Green School Summit at Sandy Point State Park the end of May, where 

we will receive our certificate, and get some new ideas for future projects.   

 We hope our Green School Council will be seen outside during 

the month of May, as we work to add some native flowers in our 

existing flower beds.  You will also see we are adding a rain barrel 

to help with watering to get our plants established.   

Here is a great link to Native Plants you may 

want to add to your own home gardens!  

Thanks for helping us Keep It Green at RFES! 

https://extension.umd.edu/resource/recommended-native-plants-maryland  
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May Library Update! 

BOOK FAIR TIME!!!!! 

 
Dear Parents and Families: 
 

We are working hard to keep kids reading and raise critical funds 
for our school with our Scholastic Book Fair from Monday, May 9th 
through Friday, May 13th. 25% of all sales go directly to the book 
budget for the Rodgers Forge Library! 
 

 

The Fair will connect your kids to notable books and inspiring 
characters—helping them become lifelong readers. And you’ll love 
the experience of being “Together Again”, a most-appropriate 
Book Fair theme, considering this is our first in-person book fair in 
3 years!!! 
 

Students will have the opportunity to have a 20 minute browsing 
time with their classmates. During this time they will be given a 
clipboard and a wishlist paper. Then, later in the week, they will 
get a second trip to the library for a 30 minute buying time! You 
should see a stapled pamphlet come home with all the 
highlighted books at this year’s fair, as well as the browsing and 
buying times for your child.  
 

In addition, the Book Fair will be open on Friday May 13th, before 
Movie Night, so you can experience the joy of being 
#TogetherAgain at the 2022 Scholastic Book Fair! 
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May Library Spotlight– Grade by Grade! 

 

Our library units have all been featuring a wide 

variety of great stories. 5th Graders are creating 

personal responses to books with characters 

who face adversity. 4th Graders are learning the 

power of illustrations with a unit that spotlights 

wordless books. 

 3rd grade students are learning about the 

elements of poetry like rhyme, rhythm, and 

alliteration., and 2nd grade students are solving 

mysteries, and learning what goes into an 

autobiography. 1st Graders will be researching  
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 and learning about clouds using PebbleGo, and 

Kindergarteners are mastering the finer points 

of elements of “Fantastic Fiction” in the library! 

 

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 

 

What an exciting couple of months it’s been for 

our Rodgers Forge Battle Of The Books team! 

The Battle Of The Books team reads 10 of the 

best chapter books and graphic novels in the 

State of Maryland, then answers questions 

about them in a game show format. They 

competed in a York Road showdown against 

Stoneleigh Elementary, and were very 

successful! Then they competed againt each 

other and the rest of Baltimore County in a  
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challenge using the fun program Kahoot! 

Congratulations to Emmett, Claire, Farrah, 

Blaise, Ani, Colette, and Josie for a job well 

done!!! 

 

EBOOKS!!! READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 
What are ebooks? They are books you can read and check out on your com-

puter right from BCPSOne!!! They have features like an on-screen reader, 

electronic bookmarks, and even the ability to take notes. Thanks to the gen-

erosity of the Follett Corporation, we have been gifted $935 for an ebook 

online order! Here are 2 videos to help you get started with how to check out 

and enjoy the features of ebooks! 

Here is a direct link to the Library site! https://baltimore.follettdestiny.com/

common/welcome.jsp?context=saas007_1993744 

Here is a video showing you how to navigate from clicking the above link to 

https://baltimore.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas007_1993744
https://baltimore.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas007_1993744
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 May is Asian American and Pacific Islander Month! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Equity Committee would like to commemorate this special month by sharing 

information about Asian American and Pacific Island Culture and History. 

Several learning activities and links are shared below.  

You can visit National Geographic Kids to read an article about Hawaii and 

complete the word puzzle below.  

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/states/article/hawaii-1 

hawaii puzzle.pdf

 

 

                                                                

 

 

 

National Geographic Video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLjwluzYtM4                  

 Hawaii for kids video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=klquB6gUHeo  

Read a story of resilience about Japanese American Internment camps…  

After December 7, 1941, and the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 

Japanese Americans were relocated into internment camps during the WWII.  

Despite relocation, the men in the camps continued to play baseball by 

building diamonds and bleachers and setting up leagues for all ages inside the 

camps. Soon, baseball became a powerful symbol of resilience and an 

important part of community life in the internment camps.  
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Click on this YouTube read aloud to learn about how the wonderful sport of Baseball 
helped Japanese Americans survive a very difficult time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Edf64unhJw4&t=5s 

 

Make your own…Ancient Pacific “Bull Roarer” toy at home! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gy05kWu88u0 

 

Free and Printable:  Pacific Island Coral Reef Coloring Book be-

low:https://nmssanctuaries.blob.core.windows.net/sanctuaries-

prod/media/archive/about/pdfs/reef_color.pdf  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Edf64unhJw4&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gy05kWu88u0
https://nmssanctuaries.blob.core.windows.net/sanctuaries-prod/media/archive/about/pdfs/reef_color.pdf
https://nmssanctuaries.blob.core.windows.net/sanctuaries-prod/media/archive/about/pdfs/reef_color.pdf
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Make your own Japanese Fish Kites to celebrate the Japanese Holiday called Chil-
dren’s Day on May 5th!  

The Koinobori is a symbol of strength and perseverance:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEqsHt1lIZ0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32psmx4aDnQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEqsHt1lIZ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32psmx4aDnQ
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Don’t Forget, students can visit the digital resource called “Pebble Go” to learn 

about the many influential Asian American and Pacific Islanders who were great 

leaders and who have contributed so much to the history and culture of our 

country! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kamala Harris, our vice president, is the first woman and the first African American and 

Asian American to serve in that role.  

 

We hope you all enjoy exploring these fun resources to honor 

and celebrate the Asian and Pacific Island Cultures during the 

month of May! 

-Your Rodgers Forge ES Equity Committee 
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                          News   

 

  
 

Grades 5 students are n the process of creating a print series using their linoleum  Relief Print Blocks.    

Love the Print Brayer Salute!  Hooray! 

 

  

Grade 4 students have just started their ceramic masterpieces as they begin to learn all about coil 

sculpting techniques and many artists famous for using coil construction. 
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Grade 3 artists are 

just finishing their 

“intaglio” print 

series.  Theses 3rd 

grade artists will 

then transition back 

to applying a “room 

temperature” or a 

“glaze” finish onto 

their Creative 

Character Pinch Pots. 
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Grade 2 artists learn that artists will sometimes use plans and sketches before begining a larger work.  

Students are learning many ceramic sculpting techniques to construct either a Turtle, Tortoise, or 

Terrapin Sculpture.   
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Grade 1 and Kindergarten students are inspired by artist, Wayne Theibauld to create their Gum Ball 

Machiene Compositions. Students are learning about the Primary and Secondary colors as they create 

different colored Gum Ball Prints using re-purposed platic bottle caps as the surface for their prints. In 

the middle of May, the 1st grade artists will be using clay to create their Textured Ponch Pots. 

Kindergarten artists will also get the chance to get their hands on some clay, literally, as they crate their  

Ceramic hand plaques. 

Thank You to all the Families who ordered from the Square1 Art Fundraiser! Your dedicated Art teacher, 

Ms. Kotapish kkotapish@bcps.org  😊 

 

 

 


